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(57) ABSTRACT

A laser light source (100) includes a laser element (102) that
emits a fundamental wave, a wavelength converting element
(104) that performs wavelength conversion on the fundamen-
tal wave emitted from the laser element (102) and outputs the
converted wave, and an optical waveguide (103) that guides
the light output from the wavelength converting element
(104). The optical waveguide (103) has a direction changing
portion (113) that changes the travel direction of the guided
light. The direction changing portion (113) has a function of
transmitting the converted wave alone and of not transmitting
the fundamental wave.

9 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
LASER LIGHT SOURCE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a National Stage of International Application No.
PCT/IP2012/077926 filed Oct. 29, 2012, claiming priority
based on Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-243958 filed
Nov. 7, 2011, the contents of all of which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a laser light source having
a laser element, an optical waveguide, and a wavelength con-
verting element on a substrate.

BACKGROUND ART

A conventional laser source that has an optical waveguide
formed on a substrate, such as a semiconductor substrate, as
well as a laser element and an optical element arranged on the
substrate, outputs laser light of a given wavelength (see, for
example, Patent Document 1). A wavelength converting ele-
ment that converts wavelengths in the optical waveguide by
polarization inversion is used as an optical element. The laser
element, for example, emits the fundamental wave (1060 nm)
of'the infrared region (IR) and via the wavelength converting
element, emits green laser light of the second order harmonic
(530 nm). Using this green laser light in addition to red and
blue laser light, RGB light can be emitted.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2009-259914

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

Nonetheless, with the laser light source above, since the
fundamental wave is included in the light output from the
wavelength converting element, the fundamental wave has to
be removed using a filter. Consequently, since this filter has to
be disposed, component costs increase and reductions in the
size of the overall laser light source are difficult.

To solve the problems related to the conventional technol-
ogy above, an object of the present invention is to provide a
laser light source that enables size reductions and low-cost
removal of the fundament without the need for an additional
filter element.

Means for Solving Problem

To solve the problems above and achieve an object, a laser
light source according to the present invention includes a
laser element that emits a fundamental wave; a wavelength
converting element that performs wavelength conversion
with respect to the fundamental wave emitted by the laser
element and outputs a resulting converted wave; and a
waveguide that guides light output from the wavelength con-
verting element. The waveguide has a direction changing
portion that changes a travel direction of the guided light. The
direction changing portion has a filter function of efficiently
transmitting only the converted wave and attenuating the
fundamental wave.

Without the addition of a high-performance filter element,
the configuration above enables size reductions and low cost
removal of the unnecessary fundamental wave emitted by the
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2

laser element, by a disposal of the direction changing portion
in the waveguide, downstream from the wavelength conver-
sion.

The direction changing portion is formed by a curved por-
tion that is a portion of the waveguide curved to have a given
curvature corresponding to the fundamental wave and the
converted wave.

The configuration above enables the fundamental wave to
be removed to a suitable level by a simple configuration in
which the curved portion is disposed in the waveguide.

The direction changing portion is formed by a pair of
straight portions that are disposed such that the waveguide
has an angle of substantially 90 degrees, and a mirror dis-
posed where the pair of straight portions are coupled and
disposed at a given angle corresponding to the wavelength of
the converted wave.

The configuration above enables the fundamental wave to
be removed to a suitable level by a simple configuration in
which the mirror is disposed in the waveguide.

The laser light source includes the laser element and the
wavelength converting element in plural; and a directional
coupler that is disposed in the waveguide and optically
couples the wavelength converting elements.

The configuration above enables a laser light source to be
obtained that converts the fundamental wave into plural
wavelengths by the wavelength converting element, and that
couples and outputs light by a directional coupler disposed in
the waveguide.

The waveguide is formed on a substrate, and the direction
changing portion of the waveguide is disposed on the sub-
strate at plural positions.

Without the addition of a high-performance filter element,
the configuration above enables simple fabrication and low
cost removal of the fundamental wave that is emitted from the
laser element, by forming on the substrate, the waveguide
having the direction changing portion.

Effect of the Invention

The present invention, without the addition of a filter ele-
ment, enables size reductions and low cost removal of the
unnecessary fundamental wave that is emitted from a laser
element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view depicting a configuration of a laser
light source according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is adiagram depicting an example of a configuration
using, as a direction changing portion, a mirror that is wave-
length dependent;

FIG. 3 is a diagram depicting the relationship between
wavelength and reflectance of the mirror;

FIG. 4 is a diagram depicting an example of the relation-
ship between wavelength and mirror angle;

FIG. 5 is a plan view depicting a configuration of the laser
light source according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a plan view depicting a configuration of the laser
light source according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a plan view depicting the laser light source
according to a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the structure of a
waveguide;

FIG. 9 is a plan view of a bend portion of the waveguide;
and
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FIG. 10 is a plan view depicting a case where the bend
portion of the waveguide is divided into subsections.

BEST MODE(S) FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of a laser light source according to
the present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

(Laser Light Source Configuration)

FIG. 1 is a plan view depicting a configuration of a laser
light source according to a first embodiment. A laser light
source 100 has a substrate 101, an optical waveguide 103
formed on the substrate 101, and an optical element arranged
(disposed) on the substrate 101. The optical element has a
laser element 102 that emits IR light, and a wavelength con-
verting element 104 that performs optical wavelength con-
version. The wavelength converting element 104 is formed by
an x-cut or y-cut periodically poled lithium niobate (PPLN)
substrate causing polarization inversion in a horizontal direc-
tion with respect to the substrate.

The substrate 101 is made of, for example, a semiconductor
material, such as silicon (Si), a metal, resin, and the like. The
optical waveguide 103, which is made of a material such as
silicon nitride (SiN), is disposed on a surface of the substrate
101. The optical waveguide 103 is formed by, for example,
etching a ridge portion on the substrate. The optical
waveguide 103 is not limited to a ridge type and can also be
formed by proton exchange.

An end (incident end) of the wavelength converting ele-
ment 104 is positioned at the emission point of the laser
element 102. Light emitted from the laser element 102 can be
optically coupled to the wavelength converting element 104,
efficiently by direct coupling, and input to the wavelength
converting element 104. Although not depicted, optical ele-
ments such as the laser element 102 and the wavelength
converting element 104 are mounted by surface activated
room temperature bonding in which electrodes of the optical
elements are bonded to minute protrusions (micro bumps)
formed on a surface of the electrodes of the substrate 101.

The laser element 102 emits, for example, the infrared
region (IR) fundamental wave (1060 nm bandwidth); and via
the wavelength converting element 104, emits a wave that has
been converted into second order harmonic (530 nm band-
width) green laser light (G wavelength). The light output by
the wavelength converting element 104 is input to a first end
(optical input side) 103a of the optical waveguide 103. As a
result, the light output by the wavelength converting element
104 can be optically coupled to the optical waveguide 103,
efficiently by direct coupling, and input to the optical
waveguide 103. In addition to the converted wave wavelength
component, the wavelength converting element 104 includes
the fundamental wave component emitted by the laser ele-
ment 102.

A quasi phase matching (QPM) element can be used as the
wavelength converting element 104. In particular, in the case
of'a QPM-type second harmonic generation (SHG) element
designed to generate the second harmonic, a SHG laser light
source can be configured. Further, since the laser element 102
and the wavelength converting element 104 can be directly
coupled as can the wavelength converting element 104 and
the optical waveguide 103, lower cost and size reductions can
be achieved.
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The optical waveguide 103 internally confines and guides
light that has been input from the first end 103a and outputs
the light from a second end 1035. A direction changing por-
tion 113 that changes the travel direction of the guided light is
disposed at a position along the optical waveguide 103.

The direction changing portion 113, in the first embodi-
ment, causes the second end 1035 to be positioned on the
same plane as the first end 103« and in a direction curving 90
degrees with respect to the first end 103a. In addition to being
a curved portion where the optical waveguide 103 itself is
curved, the direction changing portion 113 can be formed by
disposing a mirror at a corner of a linear waveguide.

As depicted in FIG. 1, when the direction changing portion
113 is a curved portion where the optical waveguide 103 itself
is curved, the curved portion is disposed between straight
portions on each end. Since the curved portion is set to have
the smallest curve possible and to minimize propagation loss
of the converted wave, the curved portion has a function of
blocking the fundamental wave, which is on the long-wave-
length side, by a coupling of the fundamental wave with the
radiation mode and the cladding mode. Optical output Pout of
the optical waveguide 103 when a curved portion is provided
as the direction changing portion 113 may be expressed as:

Pout=Pin-exp(-Zai-li)

Where, ai is an apparent absorption coefficient of the opti-
cal waveguide 103 having an i-th curvature; is a function of
the radius of curvature R; and contributes to the wavelength
characteristic of optical loss. In other words, according to the
wavelengths of the fundamental wave that is desired to be
removed and the wavelength of the converted wave that is
desired to be transmitted, the radius of curvature R is set.
Further, 1i is the length of the optical waveguide 103 having
the i-th curvature; and contributes to the amount of optical
loss. In FIG. 1, although the number of curved portions i is
just], the number of curved portions i may be set to be plural,
whereby the blocking eftect with respect to the fundamental
wave can be increased.

FIG. 2 is adiagram depicting an example of a configuration
using, as the direction changing portion, a mirror that is
wavelength dependent. The optical waveguide 103 is formed
by a straight portion 103A on the first end 1034 side and a
straight portion 103B on the second end 1035 side; and this
pair of straight portions 103 A, 103B forms a 90-degree angle
with one another. Consequently, a 90-degree bend portion can
be formed. Further, at a corner portion where the straight
portions 103A and 103B are coupled, a total internal reflec-
tion mirror 201 is disposed that has a given angle 0 and uses
an anisotropic medium.

Via the mirror 201, by an adjustment of the given angle 6,
the light of the fundamental wave Al (1064 nm bandwidth)
guided by the straight portion 103A to the mirror is coupled
with the radiation mode and the cladding mode of the
waveguide, whereby the propagation mode of the core is
attenuated and, the light of the converted wave A2 (530 nm
bandwidth) is reflected with high efficiency and subsequent to
the mirror, is efficiently coupled with the fundamental guided
mode of the converted wave A2.

FIG. 3 is a diagram depicting the relationship between
wavelength and reflectance of the mirror. Here, wavelength
dependency of the reflected light from the mirror 201 will be
discussed. Reflection angles calculated for RGB wavelengths
for the anisotropy of LN, using reflection coefficients ne, no
of LN doped with 5 mole percent of MgO are depicted in FIG.
3. According to the calculation results, for the B wavelength
(470 nm), the reflection angle is 42.59 degrees; for the G



US 9,240,671 B2

5

wavelength (530 m), the reflection angle is 42.69 degrees; and
for the R wavelength (640 nm), the reflection angle is 42.80
degrees.

Next, adjustment of the reflective mirror will be described.
According to the calculation results above, for example, at the
wavelength of 470 nm, the reflection angle is above 42.6
degrees. Therefore, the angle formed by the incident wave
and the reflected wave is 45+42.6=87.6 degrees and less than
90 degrees. To form a 90-degree bend, the angle of the mirror
201 has to be adjusted.

FIG. 4 is a diagram depicting an example of the relation-
ship between wavelength and mirror angle. In the example,
the mirror angle for the B wavelength (470 nm) is 43.74
degrees; the mirror angle for the G wavelength (530 nm) is
43.80 degrees; and the mirror angle for the R wavelength (640
nm) is 43.86 degrees. Therefore, when the incident wave can
be approximated by a planar wave, a 90-degree bend becomes
possible by determining the angle of the mirror 201 as
described above. Here, the mirror angle optimal for a given
converted wavelength differs from the optimal angle deter-
mined from the refractive index at the fundamental wave and
therefore, in the waveguide subsequent to the mirror, the
fundamental wave portion is coupled with the radiation mode
and the cladding mode, and can be attenuated.

Further, by disposing the total internal reflection mirror
201 in the ridge-type optical waveguide 103, to be inclined at
an angle corresponding to the required wavelength, light
emitted from a semiconductor laser can make a 90-degree
turn with little loss. Further, by disposing the optical
waveguide 103 equipped with the 90-degree bend mirror 201,
the size of the laser light source 100 overall can be reduced.

For the direction changing portion 113, configuration may
be such that a half-mirror having a wavelength film with a
property of transmitting the fundamental wave and reflecting
the converted wave is used as the mirror 201 in the description
above. With this mirror 201 as well, the unnecessary funda-
mental wave can be blocked without requiring additional
installation space.

According to the first embodiment, by disposing the direc-
tion changing portion in the optical waveguide, the unneces-
sary fundamental wave component that is emitted by the laser
light source and is not removed by the wavelength converting
element is blocked and thus, output thereof from the second
end of the optical waveguide to an external destination can be
prevented. As a result, the desired wavelength alone can be
output to an external destination, without newly installing an
additional filter element. Further, by disposing the direction
changing portion in the optical waveguide, the size of the
laser light source can be reduced, particularly in a dimension
of'height, depicted as the vertical (Y axis) direction in FIG. 1.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 5 is a plan view depicting a configuration of the laser
light source according to a second embodiment. The second
embodiment is a modification example of the first embodi-
ment, where the optical waveguide 103 has the direction
changing portion 113, 113 disposed at two positions and has
a 180-degree switchback configuration.

In the optical waveguide 103, the first end 103a is directly
coupled with the light output from the wavelength converting
element 104, and a converted wave resulting after wavelength
conversion is output from the second end 1035 to an external
destination. A straight portion 103C of a given length is
disposed between the direction changing portions 113, 113
disposed at two positions.
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In this manner, according to the second embodiment, by
disposing the direction changing portion at two positions, the
blocking effect with respect to the fundamental wave can be
increased. Furthermore, by disposing the direction changing
portions in plural, light can be output to an external destina-
tion, in an arbitrary direction in units of 90-degrees corre-
sponding to the number of direction changing portions dis-
posed.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 6 is a plan view depicting a configuration of the laser
light source according to a third embodiment. In the third
embodiment, the laser elements 102 (1024 to 102¢) that emit
IR light for red (R), green (G), and blue (B); the wavelength
converting elements 104 (104a to 104¢) that respectively
perform wavelength conversion of the laser light (the funda-
mental wave) from the laser element 102 into RGB light; and
an optical detector (PD) 105 are disposed.

In the optical waveguide 103 on the substrate 101, the first
ends 103a (103aa to 103ac) are positioned at the optical
output ends of the wavelength converting elements 104 (104a
to 104c¢), and are directly connected thereto. The second end
103ba is positioned at the optical input end of the optical
detector 105a; the second end 10356 is positioned at the
optical input end of the optical detector 1055; and the second
end 103bc¢ outputs light to an external destination.

The optical waveguide 103 has, at intermediate positions,
the direction changing portions 113 and directional couplers
123 (123a, 123b). The direction changing portions 113
remove the fundamental wave from the R, G, and B light via
the wavelength converting elements 104a to 104¢. The direc-
tion changing portions 113, as described in the first embodi-
ment, can be configured to be a curved portion of the optical
waveguide 103 and can be configured by disposing the total
internal reflection mirror 201.

Further, the directional couplers 123a, 1235 have respec-
tive coupling lengths. At the directional coupler 1234, R and
B light are coupled and output; at the directional coupler
1235, the RB light coupled by the directional coupler 123a is
coupled with G light and output.

Thus, the optical detector 105a detects the level of the RB
light. Further, the optical detector 1055 detects the level of the
RGB light. In the third embodiment, the laser elements 1024
to 102¢ are respectively configured to emit IR light and to
output RGB converted waves via the wavelength converting
elements 104a to 104¢. However, configuration is not limited
hereto. For example, configuration may be such that the laser
element 1024 for green alone is an IR laser element, while the
other the laser elements 1024, 102¢ for red and blue are direct
emitting laser elements.

Thus, in the configuration of the third embodiment in
which multi-wavelength light is output, by disposing the
direction changing portions 113 in the optical waveguide 103
portions for the RGB light, the fundamental wave emitted by
the laser elements 102 (102a to 102¢) is blocked and the
desired RGB light alone can be output. Further, as depicted in
FIG. 6, the direction changing portions 113 disposed at three
positions with respect to the optical waveguide 103 are
respectively oriented in the same direction and have a 90-de-
gree curve in which a dimension of length parallel to the
horizontal (X axis) depicted in FIG. 6 turns in direction par-
allel to the vertical (Y axis). Consequently, the length in the
horizontal direction can be reduced.

According to the third embodiment, similar to the first
embodiment, the unnecessary fundamental wave component
that is emitted by the laser light source and is not removed by
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the wavelength converting elements is blocked and thus, out-
put thereof from the second end of the optical waveguide can
be prevented. As a result, the desired wavelength alone can be
output to an external destination, without newly installing an
additional filter element. Further, by disposing the direction
changing portions in the optical waveguide, space on the
substrate can be effectively utilized, enabling the size of the
laser light source overall to be reduced.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 7 is a plan view depicting the laser light source
according to a fourth embodiment. Similar to the third
embodiment, the laser elements 102 (102a to 102¢) that emit
IR light for red, green, and blue; the wavelength converting
elements 104 (104a to 104¢) that respectively perform wave-
length conversion of the laser light (the fundamental wave)
from the laser element 102 into RGB light; and an optical
detector (PD) 105 are disposed. Further, in the optical
waveguide 103, the direction changing portions 113 are dis-
posed at two positions.

The straight portion 103C of a given length is disposed
between the direction changing portions 113, 113 disposed at
two positions. By disposing the direction changing portions
113 in plural, light can be output to an external destination, in
an arbitrary direction in units of 90-degrees corresponding to
the number of direction changing portions disposed. In the
example depicted in FIG. 7, the direction changing portions
113 disposed at two positions with respect to the optical
waveguide 103 are curved 90-degrees toward the same direc-
tion, forming a switchback of 180 degrees. Thus, on the
substrate 101, the second ends 1035a to 1035c¢ of the optical
waveguide 103 can be disposed on the same side as the first
ends 103aa to 103ac.

According to the fourth embodiment, by disposing the
direction changing portions in plural, the blocking effect with
respect to the fundamental wave can be increased. Further-
more, by disposing the direction changing portions in plural
in the optical waveguide, space on the substrate can be effec-
tively utilized, enabling the size of the laser light source
overall to be reduced.

The optical waveguide of each of the embodiments
described above can be precisely formed by etching, etc. ona
substrate and in particular, the first end and the second end can
be precisely positioned. Therefore, by merely positioning the
optical input end of the optical element (the wavelength con-
verting element and the detector in each of the embodiments
above) with respect to the first end and the second end of the
optical waveguide and mounting the optical element, optical
coupling of the optical waveguide and optical element can be
performed easily and with low loss.

(1. Optimization of Bend Structure)

Next, an example of optimization of the structure of the
curved portion (bend) of the curved waveguide when lithium
niobate is used as the waveguide material will be described.
1) Optimization of Length of 90-Degree Bend Portion

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the structure of the
waveguide. The substrate 101 is a lithium niobate (LN) sub-
strate and the waveguide 103 is disposed on the substrate 101.
The waveguide 103 is disposed having an ITO layer 801 of a
0.27 um thickness. On the ITO layer 801, an SiO, layer 802
having a thickness of 1.0 pum is disposed. On the SiO, layer
802, a LN layer 803 doped with 5 mole percent of MgO and
having a thickness of 1.88 pm is disposed. On the LN layer
803, a ridge layer 804 having a thickness of 1.82 pm and a
width of 4.7 um is disposed. The ridge layer 804 has a refrac-
tive index of 2.227 with respect to a wavelength of 532 nm;
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8
and a refractive index of 2.146 with respect to a wavelength of
1064 nm. The SiO, layer 802 of the waveguide 103 in the
configuration above functions as the clad layer. The ITO layer
801 is a shared electrode used when creating a periodic polar-
ization inversion structure of the LN portion.

Consideration is given to forming the waveguide 103 hav-
ing the cross sectional structure depicted in FIG. 8 as a 90-de-
gree bend. Here, a length L is obtained by simulation when
the wavelength (here, the wavelength of the SH wave=532
nm, and the wavelength of the fundamental wave=1064 nm
are assumed) of a given SH wave is 532 nm and loss is
minimized.

FIG. 9 is a plan view of a bend portion of the waveguide.
The length L. is the distance measured along a center position
of the waveguide 103 and the curvature is assumed to be
constant. In the simulation, FIMMWAVE of Photon Design
Ltd. was used. As one optimal solution where both ends
OUTY/IN of the waveguide 103 approach 100%, .=1248 um
was obtained. The power ratio of OUT/IN for this length was
97.3%. On the other hand, the power ratio of OUT/IN when
light having a wavelength of 1064 nm passed through the
same waveguide 103 was 71.5%. By disposing two stages of
the same section, it is projected that the fundamental wave can
be attenuated as much as 51.1%.

2) Optimization of Length of Sections Curved every 10
Degrees

FIG. 10 is a plan view depicting a case where the bend
portion of the waveguide is divided into subsections. In the
figure, although the radius of curvature appears constant,
since the length of each subsection bl to bn differs after
optimization calculations, when the subsections b1 to bn are
subject to a condition that the bend angle thereof be constant,
the radius of curvature differs for each of the subsections bl to
bn.

With the bend angle of the bend portion being constant, a
number of sections were created and simulation optimizing
the lengths of the subsections b1 to bn when the input/output
ratio for a given wavelength is maximized was performed. As
an example, lengths (um) resulting for a case where nine
subsections (b1 to b9) were created and each subsection b1 to
b9 had a bend angle of 10 degrees. Here, since the lengths of
the subsections b1 to b9 differ, in order to maintain the same
bend angle, the radius of curvature differs among the subsec-
tions b1 to b9.

TABLE 1
SUBSECTION LENGTH [um)]
b1 187.0
b2 14.8
b3 15.1
b4 163.6
bs 123
b6 163.6
b7 15.1
b8 14.8
b9 187.0

Table 1 depicts an optimization calculation example. In
this example, the OUT/IN ratio for 532 nm is 8.5%; and is
75.2% for 1064 nm. Thus, the 90-degree bend design
described in 1) above enables reduction of loss for a SH wave
of 532 nm. Further, when the configuration includes two
stages of this section, it is thought that attenuation on the
order of 56.6% is possible for 1064 nm.
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(2. Consideration of Filter Effect)

Consideration is given to applying an attenuation filter for
the fundamental wave of an SHG laser, to the structure
described in 1) above. With an SHG laser for practical use,
when quasi phase matching arises with the PPLN, light that
leaks without being converted into an SH wave can be con-
sidered to be 10% or less and therefore, for example, in the
example in 1) above,

Total input to PPLN during quasi phase matching 150 mW
Efficiency of conversion to SH wave 90%—135 mW
Residual fundamental wave component 10%—=15 mW
Output after transmission through bend portion:

SH wave 135 mWx97.3%=131.4 mW

fundamental wave 15 mWx71.5%=10.725 mW
and therefore, by merely mounting a simple IR cut filter
downstream, most of the IR can be attenuated.

In the description above, an example of configuring a fun-
damental wave cut filter by an extremely simple bend struc-
ture has been described. Furthermore, by modifying the struc-
ture, a sufficient fundamental wave cut filter can be formed by
the waveguide alone. For example, by providing multiple
stages of a curved portion, the attenuation of the fundamental
wave can be increased by manyfold.

By disposing the curved portion, the pitch of the waveguide
can be changed and narrowed by modifying the waveguide
wiring at the location of the curved portion. Furthermore,
since secondary effects such as efficient use of the wiring area
are obtained, these effects also contributed to reductions in
size. The formed waveguide may be formed such that on a Si
platform substrate, a ridge waveguide is formed as a face-
down structure on the Si platform side, through a gap or the
clad layer.

As described, the laser light source according to the present
invention is useful with laser light sources that emit light
through optical elements such as a laser element, a
waveguide, a wavelength converting element, etc.; and is
particularly suitable for a light source in an optical system.

EXPLANATIONS OF LETTERS OR NUMERALS

100 laser light source

101 substrate

102 (1024 to 102¢) laser element

103 optical waveguide

104 (104a to 104¢) wavelength converting element
105 (1054, 1055) optical detector

113 direction changing portion

123a, 1235 directional coupler

The invention claimed is:

1. A laser light source comprising:

a laser element that emits a fundamental wave;

awavelength converting element that performs wavelength
conversion with respect to the fundamental wave emit-
ted by the laser element and outputs a light comprising a
resulting converted wave and the fundamental wave; and

a waveguide that guides the light that is output from the
wavelength converting element,

wherein the waveguide along a length thereof is
unbranched and has a direction changing portion that
changes a travel direction of the guided light, and

the direction changing portion having a shape that provides
afilter function of transmitting the converted wave alone
and of not transmitting the fundamental wave.
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2. The laser light source according to claim 1, wherein

the direction changing portion changes an output direction

of the light by bending the waveguide substantially
ninety degrees at two positions forming a switchback of
180 degrees.

3. The laser light source according to claim 2, wherein

the direction changing portion comprises a first curved

portion at a first position and a second curved portion at
a second position with a straight portion of a predeter-
mined length therebetween.

4. The laser light source according to claim 1, wherein said
filter function is effected by blocking the fundamental wave,
which is on the long-wavelength side, by a coupling of the
fundamental wave with a radiation mode and a cladding
mode.

5. The laser light source according to claim 1, wherein

the waveguide comprises in order of light transmission a

first straight portion, a direction changing portion and a
second straight portion, the direction changing portion
being a curved portion having a radius of curvature set
according to the wavelength of the fundamental wave to
remove the fundamental wave and set according to the
wavelength of the converted wave to transmit the con-
verted wave.

6. The laser light source according to claim 5, wherein an
optical output Pout of the optical waveguide is expressed as
Pout=Pin-exp(-Zai‘li), where, ai is an apparent absorption
coefficient of the optical waveguide having an i-th curvature,
is a function of the radius of curvature of the curved portion;
and contributes to the wavelength characteristic of optical
loss.

7. The laser light source according to claim 1, wherein the
optical waveguide comprises, in order of light transmission, a
first straight portion having a first end disposed on a plane, a
direction changing portion, and a second straight portion
having a second end disposed on said plane, the direction
changing portion being a curved portion curving 90 degrees
with respect to said first end.

8. The laser light source according to claim 1, wherein the
optical waveguide is one of a ridge type and a proton
exchange type waveguide.

9. A laser light source comprising:

a laser element that emits a fundamental wave;

awavelength converting element that performs wavelength

conversion with respect to the fundamental wave emit-
ted by the laser element and outputs a light comprising a
resulting converted wave and the fundamental wave; and

a waveguide that guides the light that is output from the

wavelength converting element,

wherein the waveguide has a curved direction changing

portion that changes a travel direction of the guided
light, and

wherein the curved direction changing portion having a

shape that provides a filter function of transmitting the
converted wave alone and of not transmitting fundamen-
tal wave, and

wherein the curved direction changing portion is divided

into subsections along a direction in which the light is
guided, the subsections having respective lengths and
radii of curvature set such that an input-output ratio of
the light is maximized with a bend angle of the subsec-
tions being constant.
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